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The Honorable Charles W, Duncan, Jr, | s 
Tho Secretary of Enerey ut 7 
Washington, D.C. 20545 


Near Charlies: 


Pursuant to John Sawhill's letter to me of Asril 15, representatives 
from this Avency net with James Kelley from your Office of Pagulatious 
and Puereency Planning. The purnose of our rcetine was to clarify and 
Tesolve this Agency's status under the moter sasoline allocation resulations. 
On 25 March I advised you of ry concern for the aiverse effects te recont 
gfasoline shortage had on the Arency and of our need to ensure that a suf- 
ficient and minterrepted sumply of gasoline he available during critical 
shortages to carry out this 4rency's mission. At that time I requested that 
the Central Iatellivence Asency (CIA) be entitled te receive 109 “ercent of 
hase neriod use, net subject ta the sumpliers’ allocation fraction on the 
basis. of our national intelligence ulssion. 


- fs you are avare, this Avency must often onerate fn an onerational envi- 
ronment which recuiras aoplication of authorities unicue to the Acency rather 
than follewing notmmal rmceiures established by statute and reculatery ae-encies. 
This authority is found ix. the Central Intellizence act of 1949, 28 amended 
(50 USC 4834). I exnloy such extraordinary authority only after cakirg a 
deternination that no other course of action is available, 


The Departeent of Tnerry (ME) resulations have oresented a intoque 
situation to the onerational units of this Arency., For example, in 1979 
CIA was informed by fuel suppliers that they coulé net supply reauwiread 
@aomts of gasoline due te OOF sliocation measures, This Acancy informed 
the supoliers that it rossessed recuisite authority to procure the needsd 
supplics. Had the s.gip rliers question:l this assertion of authority, it 
appears that your ore omdzation would have challeaged the assertion. Cleariv, 
such a situation tust be procluled by our reechine some aproemnt as to ‘ow 
this Agency 1s to operate unier present or rodified MOE regulations that 
protect the essential security of CIA overations. 


I an sorry to resort that the meeting with the Assistant Acrinistrator'’s 
staf€ did ret resolve the cuestion of this Acency'’s status. Yo were aivised 
at that time that the Acency should request an Interpretation ef the "OF 
Tegulations as they annly to CTA and to determine if such intercretaticn 
woull rust our Arency's requiramentsa. If our status could not he resolve! 
by interpretation, it was further sugeested that the Avency shoull petition’ 
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The Honorable Charles W. Duncan, Jr. 


for a rule change to the DOE regulations. In a subsequent telephone conversation. 
between our Assistant General Coumsel and Mr. William Funk's office, we were 
informed that the Assistant General Counsel for Petrolcum Regulation would not 

be sympathetic to such a request. I am, therefore, requesting that our need 

for priority ¢onsideration under the allocation regulations be addressed arain. 

I am hopeful that we can look forward to a constructive and mutually agreeable 
solution which would assure that the Agency's status is elevated corimensurate 
with my responsibilities to the President, the Congress, and the Naticnal 
Security Council. 


While this Agency has an active energy conservation program and we 
have not experienced any difficulties in obtaining our fuel supplies in 
recent months, these meetings have brought into sharp focus the dilemma 
which the gasoline allocation system creates for the Arency. Therefore, 
I am most anxious to pursue this matter. As Director of Central Intelligence, 
I would be remiss in not correcting a situation which could in the future 
jeopardize my responsibility to carry out the tmiission of this Agency. “ty staff 
is available to meet with you or your representatives to continue these dis- 


cussions at a mutually agreeable time. Thank you for your attention to this | 
: matter. 
Yours, 
| Lf. 
STANSFIELD TURNER 
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